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Guideline for Improving Rice Subsidy Project in Tan Sum District,
Ubonratchathani Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) economic and social conditions of rice farmers
in Tan Sum District, UbonRatchathani Province 2) Farmer’s satisfaction from participating in paddy
subsidy project in Tan Sum District, UbonRatchathani Province 3) Difficulties and guidelines to
improve the paddy subsidy project’s operation in Tan Sum District, UbonRatchathani.

Population studied was 320 rice farmers who participated in the subsidy project in Tan Sum
District, UbonRatchathani in the year 2013/2014, and 15 officials involved in the project. Information
was collected through interviews. Data were analyzed by a computer program. Statistics used were
percentage, average, minimum, maximum and standard deviation.

Results showed that 1) economic and social conditions of rice farmers who participated in the
project were mostly female (55.90%) with an average age of 47 years, and 65.90% of participants have
elementary school education as their highest education. The average of family members was 5 peoples,
with 3 labors per family. The average income per household was 136,578 baht. The average expense
per household was 93,281 baht. The average field owned by farmers was 27.9 rai (0.16 ha) per
household. Rice was grown in average 23.4 rai (3.74 ha). Jasmine was grown in average 20.4 rai (3.26
ha) per household. The average yield was 326 kg/rai. 2) Farmer’s satisfaction who participated in the
project was very good in the following areas: publicity, farmer’s registration, BAAC customer’s
registration, and BAAC loan request. Farmer’s satisfaction who participated in the project was
moderate in the following areas: contacting and delivering paddy to the PWO’s depository division and
collecting money lent from BAAC. 3) Farmers had difficulties in public relations, registration, quality
assurance and price estimation processes, receipts were delayed, contacting PWO, contacting BAAC
and collecting money. Ways of improving include publicizing and servicing effectively and accurately,
clarifying rules for registration and starting farmer’s online data base. For fair quality assurance and
price estimation processes, representatives from the public sector and farmers should be presented at
collection points. Project staffs should be educated. Time period for PWO collection should be
expanded with more collection points, and receipts should be granted earlier. Rice stocks should be
checked every weeks by personnel involved. Marketing and rice transformation should be improved.

Keywords: Rice Subsidy Project, Rice farmers, Guideline for improving, Tan Sum District,
Ubonratchathani Province
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